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Capstone Seminar Final Reflection 

When I entered the Capstone Seminar I had the impression that we would be focusing more on 

primary research. For the Invitation to inquiry Seminar my research came from scholarly journals and 

other published materials, but I began to explore primary research by conducting an interview with a 

scholar of both Art and Economics. In this class I spent a good deal of the time preparing for and 

conducting my scholarly interview. From accounts of students in last year’s Capstone Seminar it seemed 

to me that surveys would be one of the main focuses of the course. Though, it did seem to me that it 

would be difficult to produce credible data from a project in such a limited time frame, I had thought 

that we would be working to gain some general experience with these types of sources. I learned that 

surveys were an aside to the main focus of this class and that my expectation for greater analysis of 

surveys as a primary source was unfounded.  

Instead of learning about conducting surveys, quite unexpectedly, I learned a great deal about 

presenting research through visits to both the University of Oregon’s Undergraduate Research 

symposium and the Oregon State Universities Honors Thesis Fair. For these events I had no 

expectations. A new world was opened up to me that I had never been exposed to before. I learned that 

research can be presented in a pronounced social manner and in a predominately visual medium. This 

was very exciting for me as I have years of experience hosting gallery exhibitions and presenting art. 

Because of this these research events seemed very familiar to me.  

Working in a group presented a number of practical challenges. It was important for our project, 

on rainwater harvesting, that we largely share the research data that we engaged with. We could not 
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simply bring our independent research together. We had to synthesis that data in order to present clear 

and reasonable conclusions. It became quite clear that simply engaging in the research process and 

investigating data did not mean that each of us would have the same understanding of what the 

research data conveyed. I learned that even what seems to be an unambiguous statement may not 

satisfy the group or represent consensus.  

To be a scholar implies a certain level of accomplishment in a particular subject. I view a scholar 

as one who applies their knowledge of a particular subject to achieve measurable outcomes by making 

their work accessible to others. My passion for art has led me down an unconventional road. Instead of 

studying art history or studio arts I’ve chosen to approach the study of art through business and 

economics. I am still working to reconcile my study of business and economics with the field of art. It is 

not clear to me as of yet what my role will be at the end of my scholarly journey. 

I have developed an interest in researching what it might take to build and support a world class 

art museum here in Eugene. I wish to make this my overarching focus as I pursue my education at the 

University of Oregon. Having this clear vision and more refined research skills does help me to view 

myself as a scholar. I feel that when I am able to apply my education in the effort to accomplish these 

goals I will then view myself as a true scholar.  

The invitation to Inquiry Seminar helped me to learn how I can engage in scholarly research. The 

Capstone Seminar has helped me to learn how I can work toward sharing the results of my research with 

others. Learning the importance of clearly articulating desired outcomes, justifying them with warrants, 

and supporting them with research is my most tangible result of completing the Honors Capstone 

Seminar. 

 


