
 

The mural’s metaphor stems from Hegel’s Philosophy of Right preface in which he states,
“The owl of Minerva takes flight only when the shades of night are gathering.” This descriptive
outlook on the nature of the Social Sciences stresses that the disciplines are research based and
grounded in observation, not prescriptive conjecture.

Two atmospheres are presented; one representative of the reality of nature and one the organization
of reality by human beings. The foreground consists of human figures in a variety of actions and
relationships and are overlapped by the structural radius of the large orb. The complexity of this
structure is balanced by the cosmic arc and Minerva’s owl of the other atmosphere. The transparent
quality of the ripples and figures reflect the known and unknown influences that exist between
individuals, groups, and disciplines.

Small typographic “footnotes” and the name of each discipline run along the bottom, convey the
academic, research based foundation of the Social Sciences, and articulates that language and the
written word is an integral aspect of learning.

— Nick Siegirst, student designer

A MURAL FOR THE SOCIAL SCIENCES: a proposal
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THE PROCESS:

The design was arrived at through a lengthy process, spread over two Designing Art for Public Places classes, 
taught by Tom Madison over the course of two WinterS.  During the courses, students reviewed the site, 
measured it in details and photo-documented it. Meetings were held between the classes and Social Science 
representatives. The subject of the broad spectrum of social sciences was parsed by students in groups and 
each discipline was examined. A succession of design ideas was proffered to the department in meetings. This 
allowed students feedback and experience with giving presentations to a client and answering their questions. 
After narrowing the beam over multiple rounds and putting the finalists up in the Social Science department 
for faculty feedback a winner was chosen by faculty and staff vote. This finalist was then refined through an-
other series of meetings.  
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Computer simulation, North hallway, Social Science Dept. Computer simulation, entry to Social Science Dept., Center building, 4th floor.

A MURAL FOR THE SOCIAL SCIENCES cont’d

THE EXECUTION:

The mural will be executed as an honors class (Art 299: Mural paint-
ing) as was the first mural on campus painted on Building 5 (which 
was, incidentally, the first honors class at LCC!). Students will be 
instructed in all manner of planning, surface assessment and prepara-
tion, color testing, purchasing of supplies and paint execution, as well 
as the history of murals from fresco to acrylic and sociopolitical as-
pects of public art.

The class is slated for the second four week session of this Summer, 
2014, beginning on July 21 and finishing on August 14. As with the 
previous mural, any further work needed will be handled by volun-
teers. A list has already been put together of community members who 
wish to volunteer as well as students in the class who have committed 
to stayING on after the class until the mural is completed. Mural will 
be completed prior to the beginning of classes, Fall term, 2014. 
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Social Science Mural 
Budget Proposal 
 
 
 
 
Rolls of paper 
(1) 18inx60yds 
 
Estimate per:  $4.10 
 
Tape 
Blue tape: 3 rolls three quarter inch, three rolls 1 inch, 
three rolls 1.5 inch 
White (masking) tape: 6 rolls 1 inch 
 
Estimate per:  0.75in @ $3.25 (9.75) 
  1in @ $4.30 (12.90) 
  1.5in @ $6.45 (19.35) 
 
Sub-total: $42.00 
 
Primer 
Ultra Spec – 3 gal. 
 
Estimate per:  $21.85 
 
Sub-total: $65.55 
 
 
Paint 
Paint (wall square footage) 300 + 200+ 700 = 1200 
10 colors estimated 
 
largest base color 1: est. = 2 gals 
largest base color 2: est. = 2 gals 
largest base color 3: est. = 1 gals 
 
middling color 1: est. = 1 gal 
middling color 2: est. = 1 gal 
 
minor color 1: est. = 2 qts. 
minor color 2: est. = 2 qts. 
Minor color 3: est.  = 2 qts. 
 
Smallest color 1: est. = 1 qt. 
Smallest color 1: est. = 1 qt. 
 
Samples, 30 samples 
 
Estimate per:  1gal. @ $35.20 (246.40) 
  1qt. @ $16.25 (130.00) 
  sample @$3.00 (90.00) 
 
Sub-total: $466.40 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vinyl lettering 
(14) 2x2 ft sections 
 
Estimate per:  $30-60 (depending word count) 
Sub-total: $420-840 
 
 
 
 
 
Totals 
Paper =  $4.10 
Tape =  $42.00 
Primer =  $65.55 
Paint =  $466.40 
Vinyl =   $420.00 
 
Total Estimate  $998.05 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE MONEY:

Students worked with Tom Madison to establish a solid budget that 
included vinyl lettering with application to the wall for the social 
science quotes that will adorn the lower part of the mural. Students 
made phone calls to various local vendors to get the numbers needed.

All material costs came out just under $1,000. This budget was sub-
mitted to the Social Science department. As they have no specific area 
of their budget that they can pull from, other than to pass the hat, it 
was suggested that we approach President Mary Spilde to see if she 
might be able to help with any discretionary funds she might have. 

A copy of this proposal is also being sent to the Art On Campus com-
mittee for consideration. 

The students, Tom Madison and the faculty and staff of Social Sci-
ences humbly ask if this mural could be funded. We are fully aware 
of the difficult times the school is enduring, however, it is hoped that 
this mural will be a great experience for those executing it as well as 
an enduring and dynamic art piece to add to the college environment.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Tom Madison, Nick Siegrist (student designer who had his design 
chosen), the students of Art 199: Designing Art for Public Places, 
2013 and 2014,  and the students of art 299: Mural Planning Honors 
course, Summer 2014.


