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Learning Journal #1: reading reflection 

Of the issues discussed in Marsha B. Freeman’s 2011 article From Compassionate Conservatism 

to Calculated Indifference: Politics Takes Aim at American Families worker’s rights and health care have 

made the greatest impact on my life. Though I have never been a member of a union I have seen the 

employment landscape change in the years since I took my first job. When I began working there was a 

sense that individuals could seek employment and live with modest comfort on earnings. However, it 

was not long before I was hearing of business’ which refused to hire full time employees so to avoid pay 

out benefits to workers. One in ten of my latest employers are in business today and in my entire adult 

life I have not had medical insurance. As Freeman states, “1% of the population takes in 25% of the 

nation’s yearly income, and controls 40% of it”. I believe economic inequality is the central cause of the 

issues discussed in Freeman’s article and has only recently been addressed on a national level. Unless 

economic inequality is reversed opinions will remain polarized and contentious debate over issues like 

worker’s rights, healthcare, immigration, marriage equality, and religion will impede social and personal 

advancement in the United States. 

Unlike Freeman I do not believe the nation has lost the passion to respect and care for others. I 

do believe that in a haze of polarized opinion the nation has lost sight of a clear course toward freedom 

and justice for all which from this distorted view may appear to be dispassion for the respect and care of 

others.  The polarized opinion of today demonstrates passion for the causes people hold dear and 

wholeheartedly believe will improve the lives of others. On a daily basis people pass through my 

neighborhood who are homeless and in need. I live modestly, yet at times I struggle to have enough 



food to eat or enough money to pay bills when due. I am uncertain about my future and how I will pay 

for living expenses in a little as just a few weeks to come. Still, I give to others when I have an 

opportunity to do so and I know many other who do the same. According to the World Giving Index 

2013 the United States is the most charitable nation of the world. I feel that people truly want to do well 

for themselves and to help others, but in our current state of economic inequality some cannot envision 

how this can be possible. Some may give up. Some simply run out of resources. According to the Center 

on Budget and Policy Priorities, “Beginning in the 1970s, economic growth slowed and the income gap 

widened. Income growth for households in the middle and lower parts of the distribution slowed 

sharply, while incomes at the top continued to grow strongly.” These economic shifts in household 

income came just as “the highest rates on wages and other earned income, not otherwise tax-sheltered, 

[were] reduced from 70 percent to 50 percent in 1972”, as described by President Nixon in his 

Statement on Signing the Tax Reform Act of 1969. The 2013 tax rate for wages and earned income of 

$450,000 and above was 39.6% according to taxfoundation.org. These same e rates have surpassed 90% 

and have fluctuated greatly over the decades depending on national interest. It is in our national 

interest today to reverse the effects of economic inequality. Some argue that taxing the rich discourages 

progress and punishes the successful, but economic inequality also discourages progress and punishes 

everyone. Capitalism functions best with a strong middle class. Economic inequality will demand 

passionate discourse if it is to be resolved and deserves our attention. 

The line between social responsibility and personal responsibility is drawn when personal needs 

are met and we are then faced with an opportunity to give to others. If we have the chance to offer 

others respect and care we should attempt to do so, which will in turn promote engaging and 

productive dialog even regarding contentious issues. 
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