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This article details the work of a number of Archaeological researchers of site in the Americas 

that they believe offer evidence of pre-Clovis human occupants on these continents. Gugliotta explains 

that the standard view of the peopling of the Americas began with a migration over the Bearing Strait 

between 13,500 and 12,000 years ago by those with the technology to produce Clovis points, a type of 

handmade stone tools of a fluted shape which were particularly well suited for hunting large game.  

Gugliotta explains that researches used radiocarbon dating, accelerator mass spectrometry, 

DNA testing, and soil testing to determine the age of faunal remains, artifacts, and ecofacts which 

indicate humans may have been present in the Americas as early as 16,000 to 20,000 years ago. 

According to Guggliotta research that contradicts the theory of Clovis-first peoples has long 

been discredited or ignored by the greater Archaeological community, but that archaeologists claim to 

have found evidence of human habitation that predate Clovis at sites in Florida, North Carolina, and 

Chile. 

As anatomically modern humans had reached Australia as early as 45,000 to 50,000 years ago it 

seems reasonable that various groups of seafaring humans might have found coastal routes to the 

Americas predating Clovis technology. Additionally, as evidence of humans 13,000 years ago, living at 

the same time as Clovis peoples yet without Clovis technology, have been found at sites such as the 

Paisley Caves of Oregon we can surmise that people of different origin occupies the lands of America. 

Finally, because archaeological evidence is rare and generally those in the field have not been search for 

evidence of pre-Clovis people, I believe it is possible more evidence will be found to support claims of 

human habitation of the Americas predating Clovis people. 


