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Critical Abstract 2:  

The role of cult and feasting in the emergence of Neolithic communities. New evidence from Gobekli 

Tepe, south-eastern Turkey 
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The contributors of this article describe aspects of Gobekli Tepe, a Neolithic site in south-eastern 

Turkey, and sites of relative significance in the nearby area and what they believe new evidence from 

excavation of this site reveals about its use and purpose. Gobekli Tepe and other nearby sites have 

offered evidence for complex social collaboration in times before agriculture and animal domestication. 

Gobekli Tepe is believed to be a temple or sanctuary were groups gathered and feasted. It is here 

suggested that Neolithic hunter-gatherers using the site consumed beers brewed from wild crops and 

that this use of grains led to domestication of crops.  

Material evidence is first used to establish the likely possibility of alcohol production in the 

region of Gobekli Tepe. Large limestone basins, up to 160 liters, have been found at Gobekli Tepe. 

Suitable vessels and potential threshing floors have been identified. Chemical analysis of residue from 

stone bowls found at burial plots in nearby Kortik Tepe (South-east Turkey) show evidence tartaric acid 

present in grape wine and potential for Neolithic peoples to have produced alcoholic beverages. Organic 

residues from vessels found at Gobekli Tepe have been tested and show traces of oxalate, such as alt 

derivatives of oxalic acid.  

The Contributors of this article reason that wild grains such as emmer and einkorn may have 

been more toxic for humans than domesticated forms and more difficult to digest for Neolithic hunter-

gatherers not adapted to gluten and glume from these plants. Consumption of brewed wild crops would 

have provided high nutritional value and ease of digestion. Also, it is suggested that the amounts of rain 

wild grains collected and stored in this region would have been insufficient to sustain the population. 

The contributors of this article admit that chemical analysis for brewing beer for use at Gobekli Tepe are 

inconclusive. Research continues as evidence as collected.  

Conclusive evidence of brewed grains has not been found at Gobekli Tepe. However, it does 

appear that people gathering at Gobekli Tepe had the means and likely the motivation to produce and 

consume beers of wild crops. Evidence from site in the region (Kortek Tepe), Iran (Godin Tepe), and 

Neolithic Greece suggests that production of alcohol was developed earlier than previously thought. 

Theories drawn by the contributor of this article appear sound, however explorations for further 

evidence is necessary in order to make clear determinations about the activities of who erected and 

used Gobekli Tepe or of the cultural developments that followed. 


