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Invitation to Inquiry Final Reflection: the Scholar as Innovator 

The focus of the Honors Invitation to Inquiry course is centered on the research process. 

The class was asked to consider both what it means to be a scholar and how we define scholarly 

research. To aid us in this effort we addressed two significant concepts: one being critical 

thinking, and the other being the questioning of assumptions. From the beginning I felt that I 

could call myself a scholar. When we began to question what it means to be a scholar I began 

questioning my own perception and my understanding of this term.   

A scholar is defined as “any student or pupil”, “a specialist in a particular field”, and “a 

learned person”. By this understanding I am in fact a scholar. However, in this class the 

students were asked not to rely on others’ definitions in our efforts to present our findings, but 

to define concepts in our own words. Investigating the simple definition here falls far short of 

extruding from outside sources the essence of what it means to be a scholar. By investigating 

the meaning of the word scholar we are able to infuse the common definition with our own 

understanding of the term. This gives us a chance to feel unique in our individual perspective of 

the world and a sense that we have something unique to contribute to the narrative of our 

disciplines. Each of us might come to a reasoned interpretation and express with conviction 

what it means to us to be a scholar, yet never come to a complete consensus.  

https://classes.lanecc.edu/pluginfile.php/1215595/mod_resource/content/0/Scholar%20Biography%20Assignment%202014.pdf#page=2
https://classes.lanecc.edu/pluginfile.php/1215595/mod_resource/content/0/Scholar%20Biography%20Assignment%202014.pdf#page=2
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To me a scholar is one who is an innovator within a particular field and one who 

contributes to the advancement of their field. The scholar as an innovator should feel confident 

enough in their own scholarship to listen to and consider others’ perspectives. In this way, the 

scholar is able to work with others to identify and address relevant issues within the field. Some 

would say a scholar is one who publishes works and receives recognition from others in their 

field though this strikes me as too simple a definition. It does not explain the significance of 

their work which warrants publication and recognition. Publication and recognition are 

products of scholarly research not qualities of a scholar. Through the research process scholars 

ask innovative questions and seek innovative answers, as our class was asked to do throughout 

the term. The concepts of critical thinking and questioning assumptions thrusts one into the 

position of innovator and emboldens one to find their own voice.  

Critical thinking is a phrase familiar in academic environments. I generally accepted the 

concept as a way of looking at problems or issues with focused analysis in an effort to describe 

the world in new ways. I had not considered, with the weight it deserves, what elemental 

function the word “critical” held within the phrase critical thinking. At a point during this term, I 

realized that critical thinking means, not just analysis but truly “critical” analysis, critique in the 

process of analyzing problems. As a designer of custom framing for many years, I had to, within 

accepted standards, critically think about how to support objects of art. I had rarely if ever 

recognized that I was critiquing my own design as I cast aside one element for another that 

would yield a more efficient or more visually pleasing final product. Knowing that my work 

employed critical thinking, my understanding of the phrase was limited as I emphasized the 

thinking aspect and deemphasized the critical aspect. I now recognize the importance of 
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critique in the critical thinking process. Critical thinking is central to being a true scholar. Critical 

thinking gives us the tools to analyze the information that we as researchers use to form 

questions, hypotheses, and conclusions. We rely on critical thinking to assess sources and to 

ultimately question assumptions. 

To be an innovator and participate with confidence in the conversations of our fields 

scholars must not accept without question what others suggest to be absolute truths or 

definitive answers. As I began work for this class I doubted my ability to answer the questions I 

had about the art industry and the market for fine art. I doubted that I could find enough 

evidence to determine reasonable solutions to my questions. Uncertain about the expectations 

that I would face, I was anxious about developing a truly convincing argument and presenting 

my own opinions. Most of my doubts were lifted from me as I spoke with Jen Klaudinyi, the 

honors librarian. We discussed my research, what it would might reveal to me, and how I 

might use it to answer questions.  

My research question had changed and I had held back from researching a topic that 

had long been of interest to me. I wanted to know if there was a financial bubble in the fine arts 

market. However, I had assumed that the bubble I had heard of would have burst or that 

scholars would have addressed the issue and that my questions would be irrelevant. I also 

doubted that I could confidently attest to the answer if I were able to identify one. The 

conversation I had with Jen helped me to realize that I was not expected to have an 

indisputable answer, but rather that I should be able to offer my interpretation of what the 

evidence revealed. This meant I could come down on one side of the issue or the other 

confident in my interpretation of the evidence. With this new insight I understood the research 
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process far better and felt greater ease in my role as a researcher. I was finally able to settle on 

a research topic and had overcome a number of my own assumptions.    

Questioning assumptions is also central to being a scholar. If critical thinking means to 

analyze information with careful critique questioning assumptions goes a step further to 

analyze the underlying motives and biases in source information.  As we explored in the article 

Teaching for Critical Thinking, Steven D. Brookfield says there are “…three kinds of assumptions 

people need to be alert to paradigmatic, perspective, and causal.” He defines paradigmatic 

assumptions as those assumptions that are deeply held and are used to order the world. These 

deeply help assumptions that Brookfield is addressing are difficult for people to identify much 

less challenge without “a great deal of resistance”. Research should have a purpose and to be 

involved in research means to have a stake in the results of research. Recognizing assumptions 

like these in other’s work as well as one’s own will serve to reveal broad social influences to the 

scholar as an innovator and can be used to view the world in new ways. 

Perspective assumptions are situational in that they influence a person’s judgment with 

regards to what is believed to be appropriate within a set of circumstances.  These are 

“assumptions about what we think ought to be happening”. Brookfield explains that these 

assumptions surface when a person examines their own thinking. In other words, a person is 

capable of identifying their own assumptions when they are able to achieve metacognition, the 

ability to think about one’s own thinking. This means to be introspective and think critically 

about how we form our assumptions and why. Questioning these assumptions and identifying 

them for what they are will enable the scholars to present information and their own 

interpretations of that information with greater clarity. 
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Causal assumptions according to Brookfield are “predictive” and “retroactive”. He 

explains that causal assumptions manifest as we determine what we believe will happen either 

by reasoning or by assessing what we have observed in the past. He also states that these 

assumptions can be identified and addressed more easily than the other types of assumptions. 

Assumptions have important functions in our lives and cannot be avoided altogether. They 

allow us to form our understanding of the world, ourselves, and each other. A responsible 

scholar will be aware of these assumptions to avoid making logical mistakes or overlooking 

relevant information. By recognizing and addressing causal assumptions the scholar as an 

innovator has the opportunity to challenge others to do the same. 

Not all assumptions are problematic for scholars. Having assumptions, personal 

interests, and motives drive scholars to ask questions and to seek answers. Assumptions 

become problematic when they are not recognized or addressed, when these assumptions 

perpetuate biases, or when assumptions serve to elevate work above critique.  

Each discipline has accepted standards and methods for conducting research, but as 

technology improves and forms of communication expand the accepted standards and research 

methods will be accessed and applied in innovative ways. In recent decades art has become an 

asset class. This means that some art can now be used as collateral to secure loans. This will 

potentially have a far reaching impact on the economy, but as of yet we cannot predict how 

this will manifest. The market for fine art is very much like the commodities market in how it is 

traded, yet the market for fine art is not subject to federal regulation. With art now being 

accepted as collateral and with new methods for valuing art, regulation is likely to come. 

Scholars in this field will have greater influence if they are prepared for innovation.  
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When considering to the market for fine art, research and evidence is approached from 

multiple disciplines. Though seen by many as very distinct and often incompatible, both 

economics and art history must be considered when discussing the market for fine art. 

Generally, research is approached in much the same way between disciplines with regards to 

forming questions, collecting data, evaluating information, revising the focus, and determining 

conclusions. What constitutes evidence is defined similarly between disciplines although it may 

take different forms. Both conceptual and practical problems are addressed within a single field 

of study. Yet, the types of problems vary. Some disciplines such as economics, mathematics, 

and the natural sciences rely heavily on objective data. Methods of collecting data and testing 

hypotheses may be more strictly controlled than within disciplines which rely on subjective 

data. Objective data are more likely to produce consistent results than subjective data, but 

some questions can cannot be answered with objective data. Sociology, History, and 

Anthropology are some disciplines that rely on subjective data. Different disciplines experience 

changes in available resources and general consideration which cannot be avoided. The scholar 

as an innovator will shape the future of their discipline. 

By my own definition I cannot presently call myself a scholar, but I can envision what it 

would mean to become a scholar in business economics and art management. I have a better 

understanding of the market for fine art and what issues are being addressed by scholars. It will 

take considerable work to find myself at the cutting edge of research in my field and to feel 

truly capable of offering significant contributions to the field, but I do feel that I am in a better 

position than ever to reach that destination. 
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The key concepts that were addressed in the Honors Invitation to Inquiry course were critical 

thinking, questioning assumptions, and defining both what it means to be a scholar an 

I do however recognize that my impression a scholar may be vastly different than others and 

that as I further my education it is integral for me to define a scholar. 
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In this course the class focused on a number of key concepts including critical thinking, 

questioning assumptions, and defining the term scholar and scholarly research. Of these the 

central issue rested on defining the terms scholar and scholarly research. From the start I felt 

that I could say with confidence that in fact I was a scholar. When we began to question the 

meaning of this term it led me to evaluating my own perception and my understanding of the 

term scholar. Only now do I turn to reference material to evaluate how the term has been 

defined by others. In fact, the term scholar is defined as “any student or pupil”, “a specialist in a 

particular branch of learning”, and “a learned person” (Webster’s 1274). Scholarship is defined 

as having the quality of “systemized knowledge” and “standard of academic work” exhibiting 

“accuracy, critical ability, and thoroughness” (Webster’s 1274). However, investigating a simple 

definition of these terms falls far short of extruding from outside sources the essence of what it 

means to be a scholar. The class was asked to not to rely on others definitions in our efforts to 

present our finding, but to define terms in our own words. We were mean to infuse definitions 

with our own understanding of these concepts and others. In this way, each of us in the class 

would form a unique impression of what it means to be a scholar. Each of us might come to a 

reasoned evaluation of the term scholar and express with conviction what it means to us. With 

this said, we could enter a conversation of what these terms truly mean and never come to a 

complete consensus. To illustrate my point I point to the term “success” which may be the 

word most evaluated in this sense. I think most people would agree that the term success 

means something different to each individual and so, this acceptance of a unique 

understanding of a term opens us to the possibility that our understanding of all words is 

unique. (This might make some uncomfortable whose identity rest on a concrete understanding 
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of the world) but, it also gives of us a chance to feel unique in our own perspective of the world. 

It gives us a license to join a conversation and feel that we have something to contribute to the 

conversation.  

To me, an infused meaning of the term scholar implies that one would, not only be 

knowledgeable of a “particular branch of learning”, but to be an innovator within that branch of 

learning and to contribute to the conversation, to help define terms within that field and to feel 

confident enough in ones scholarship to listen to and consider others perspectives on issues 

important to the field. The concepts of challenging assumptions and critically thinking about 

issues offers to thrust one into a position of innovator and help one to find their voice within 

their field. Critical thinking is a term familiar to many in academic environments.  

I generally accepted the concept as a way to look at a problem or issue with focus and 

analysis in an effort to describe the world from a unique and personal perspective. I did not 

however consider the word critical in the term critical thinking as the very elemental function it 

is. Throughout this coursed I realized that “critical thinking” meant, not just analysis, but truly 

critical analysis, the function of critique in the process of thinking or analyzing a subject. As a 

designer for many years I had to critically think about how to support objects of art, within 

accepted standards, in new ways. But, rarely if ever had I considered that I was critiquing my 

own design as a cast aside one element for another that would be more efficient or more 

aesthetic. Knowing my work employed critical thinking; my understanding of the phrase 

emphasized the thinking and deemphasized the critical in regards to the use of this term. I now 

understand what importance the critique demonstrates in the phrase. Using critical thinking or 



Roberts 12 
 

as I prefer to think of it critical analysis is central to being a true scholar in the terms I have 

described.  

To be an innovator and to participate actively in the conversations of one’s field a 

scholar must not accept without question what others suggest to be absolute truths or 

definitive answers. As I began research for this class I had doubts as to whether or not I could 

the answers questions I had been asking. I doubted that I could do enough research. Also, I 

doubted that I could confidently attest to the validity of answers if I were able to identify them. 

In the process of speaking with the class Librarian I realized that my work was not meant to 

unequivocally determine for all time and for all people what the evidence indicates, but that it 

should put me in a position to offer my impression of what the evidence indicates. This was a 

grand revelation and a complete relief. This meant I did not need to be right or wrong, but that 

I could come down on one side of the issue or the other based on the meaning I, personally, 

extracted from the evidence. This also meant that my opinion far from being right about I could 

more easily join the conversation by stating my impression rather than stating a solution.  

Questioning assumptions is also central to being a scholar. If critical thinking means to 

analyze information with careful critique questioning assumptions goes a step further to 

analyze the underlying motives, biases, concepts, contexts, personal opinions, and intentions of 

the author of original source information.  As we explored in this class Steven D. Brookfield says 

there are “three kinds of assumptions people need to be alert to-paradigmatic, perspective, 

and causal” (17). He defines paradigmatic assumptions as those assumptions that are deeply 

held and are used to order the world. These deeply help assumptions that Brookfield is 

addressing are difficult for people to identify much less challenge without “a great deal of 
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resistance” (18). Therefore, paradigmatic assumptions often appear in the works presented by 

scholars without necessarily recognizing them as such but which service to promote an agenda. 

Research should have a purpose and to be involved in research means to have a stake in the 

results of research.  

Perspective assumptions are situational in that they influence a person’s judgment with 

regards to what is believed to be appropriate within a set of circumstances.  They are 

“assumptions about what we think ought to be happening” (Brookfield 18). Brookfield explains 

that these assumptions surface when a person examines their own thinking. In other words, a 

person is cable of identifying their own assumptions when they are able to achieve 

metacognition, the ability to think about one’s own thinking. This means to be introspective 

and think critically about how we form our assumptions and why.  

Causal assumptions according to Brookfield are “predictive” and “retroactive” (18). He 

explains that causal assumptions manifest as we determine what we believe will happen either 

by reasoning or by assessing what we have observed in the past. He also states that these 

assumptions can be identified and addressed more easily than the other types of assumptions. 

Assumptions have import functions in our lives and cannot be avoided altogether. They allow 

us to form our understanding of the world, ourselves, and each other. It is a researcher’s 

responsibility to be aware of these assumptions in their own work. 
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 For researchers assumptions are not problematic in and of themselves. Having 

assumptions, personal interests, and motives drive researchers to ask questions and to seek 

answers. Assumptions become problematic when they are not recognized or addressed, when 

these assumptions perpetuate biases, or when assumption serve to elevate (a text)an author 

and a subject above critique. This applies not only to the concepts conveyed through research, 

but to the processes of research as well. 

Scholarly research is approached in many ways depending of the field of study. All 

researchers seek information in an effort to solve problems. If scholar is defined as an innovator 

and a person willing to contribute to the conversation, then it follows that scholarly research 

could be seen as innovative research that adds to the conversation of adaptive methods of 

research. Global communication is broadening. As it does new forms of communication are 

available. To be an innovative researcher one must consider new sources of information and 

continually evaluate what constitutes reliable sources.  

By the standard definition I do see myself as a scholar.   
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Entering the class/ early expectations 

Main topics 

 Questioning assumptions 

 Critical thinking 

 Defining the term Scholar 

 Personal involvement in the field/ feeling able to contribute 

Assignments 

 Forum posts 

 Critical reading 

 Prospectus 

 Annotated bibliography 

 Scholarly biography 

  Final reflection 

 ePortfolio 

Personal Development 

 in-class discussion 

 reading 

 research 

 class librarian 

 instructors 

 other resources 

Conclusion 

One of the major changes I had was shift in my thinking from being unsure if I could meet the 

expectations of the course and present what I’ve learned in a meaningful way to feeling like research 

and presenting work was more about a process than a destination. 

 


