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Writing Frame Form 

Just like a picture hung on the wall looks the best when it is displayed in a frame that “fits” the picture, 

so too is writing at its best when it is written to fit inside its “frame.”  The “frame” for writing consists of 

elements of the rhetorical/writing situation—your audience, your purpose, the genre in which you’re 

writing, and the time period in which you’re writing.  These four elements compose a “frame” that allow 

you to craft the most effective piece of writing possible for the particular rhetorical/writing situation 

which you are attempting to address.  For each piece you write in this class you will be asked to identify 

the “frame” in which you’re writing. 

Answer the following questions: 

1. Who is your audience—in other words, who are you trying to write to?  Be SPECIFIC!  Don’t just 

say “general audience.” 

I am writing to artists, art collectors, and anyone with a passion for art. 

2. What is your purpose—in other words, what effect do you want to have on your reader.  Again, 

be SPECIFIC!  What is the thing you want your reader to leave your writing with? 

I intend to convince the reader that the body of work left behind by Jean-Michel Basquiat is his 

greatest contribution to the Black history of American and to the history of Fine Art. 

3. What genre are you writing in?  What are some of the conventions of this genre that might be 

important to consider as you begin your writing process? 

The writing for will be an argumentative essay. Conventions in art are countless. People 

unfamiliar with art may feel intimidated entering galleries and speaking with others about art. 

There can be an assumed attitude of snobbery concerning professional arts.  

4. How is your topic relevant to your chosen audience NOW in the time frame in which you’re 

writing? 

This topic is significant now as more people take up a role as an artist and because Basquiats 

audience is still growing.  

 


